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To request comprehensive Suicide Response Training in your
community, please email education@maristan.org. 

By Sheikh Hosam Helal

This resource is intended for educational and community use. It
does not replace professional mental health care, counseling,
medical advice or formal sucidide prevention/intervention
training. If you or someone you know is in crisis or experiencing
thoughts of self-harm or suicide, please seek immediate help from
qualified professionals or contact your local emergency services.‌

Disclaimer



Allah جل جلاله says in Surat al- Isra:‌
مَ )الإسراء: 70(‌ نَا بَنِي آدَ دْ كَرَّمْ لَقَ وَ

“We have honored the Child of Adam” (17:70)‌

And Allah SWT says in Surat al-Baqarah:‌
مَ )البقرة: 34(‌ دَ جُدُوا لِآ ئِكَةِ اسْ لَا لْنَا لِلْمَ إِذْ قُ وَ

“We have commanded the Angels — who are perfect beings — to prostrate
(as a form of honourable greeting) to the first human being, Adam,
indicating the honour associated with the humankind.” (2:34)‌

In addition, according to the reliable Hadith reported by al-Nisa'i in his Sunan
and al-Tirmidhi that 'Abdullah bin 'Amr ibn al-'As‌ ‌
said that the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said:‌ ‌

لِمٍ‌ سْ لِ رَجُلٍ مُ تْ نْ قَ لَى اللَّهِ مِ نُ عَ وَ نْيَا أَهْ الُ الدُّ لَزَوَ

For the whole world to perish is less severe in the sight of Allah SWT than the
unjustifiable killing of a single believer.‌

My dear brothers and sisters, let us take a moment to reflect on the ‌value of
life‌.‌

It became a clear belief among the early Muslims that to protect one single
human being is better than preserving the entire sanctity of the Ka‘bah. The
saying goes:‌

لِمٍ سْ لِ رَجُلٍ مُ تْ نْ قَ نُ مِ وَ بَةُ حَجَرًا حَجَرًا أَهْ مَ الْكَعْ دَ لَأَنْ تُهْ ‌

“For you to destroy the Ka‘bah stone by stone is less severe than taking the
life of a single Muslim.”‌

Imagine how you’d feel if you saw the Ka'bah being destroyed.‌
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And how many times have you heard the ayah in the Quran (5:32):‌

تَلَ ا قَ أَنَّمَ كَ لْأَرْضِ فَ ادٍ فِي ا أَوْ فَسَ سٍ  رِ نَفْ يْ ا بِغَ سً تَلَ نَفْ ن قَ أَنَّهُ مَ رَائِيلَ  لَىٰ بَنِي إِسْ  نَا عَ بْ تَ لِكَ كَ جْلِ ذَٰ
نْ أَ مِ

ا )المائدة: 32( يعً يَا النَّاسَ جَمِ ا أَحْ أَنَّمَ كَ ا فَ حْيَاهَ
نْ أَ مَ اۖ  وَ يعً النَّاسَ جَمِ

“That for you to save one life or prevent destruction upon earth, is better
than, or is equivalent to saving the entire humanity. And for you to
contribute to the loss of a single life, is equivalent to the destruction of the
entire human kind.”‌

Let that sink in. That’s the value of life. And we have to think about the things
that we do on a day-to-day basis that contribute to people evaluating and
appreciating life. And we must also think about the things that we do on a
day-to-day basis that contribute to people feeling as though their worth is
diminishing. Or that their life means nothing.‌

As a matter of fact, Allah SWT says (2:83):‌
نًا )البقرة: 83(‌ ولُوا لِلنَّاسِ حُسْ قُ وَ

Speak well, speak kindly with people. Because words are very powerful.‌

In one of the most beautiful parables in the Quran, Allah says in Surah
Ibrahim (14:24): 

اءِ )إبراهيم: 24( مَ ا فِي السَّ هَ رْعُ فَ ابِتٌ وَ
ا ثَ لُهَ يِّبَةٍ أَصْ جَرَةٍ طَ يِّبَةً كَشَ ةً طَ لِمَ ثَلًا كَ رَبَ اللَّهُ مَ أَلَمْ تَرَ كَيْفَ ضَ

Allah SWT gives a metaphor of what the beautiful word is like. A beautiful
word, Allah says, is like a beautiful tree that has deep roots. This beautiful
word emerges out of the heart with deep roots. And its branches are reaching
high into the sky. This tree is approached by all kinds of individuals, that love
to eat from its crop, that love to eat from its fruit. So imagine Allah SWT is
reminding us in this Ayah, to let the words that we share with people, the
people around us, to be beautiful enough that they are like fruits that are
eaten and appreciated by all kinds of people.
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And we know that the Prophet Muhammad SAW taught us, again, to
appreciate ‌the power of words:‌ ‌

تْ مُ أَوْ لِيَصْ رًا  لْ خَيْ يَقُ
لْ رِ فَ خِ مِ الْآ يَوْ

الْ نُ بِاللَّهِ وَ مِ نْ كَانَ يُؤْ ‌[Muslim] مَ

“The one who believed in Allah and the hereafter shall say that which is
beautiful, kind, true, and good or remain silent.” [Muslim]‌

So when it comes to speech, we must be cognizant and aware of the
power and impact of our speech on people’s lives around us.‌

And also our actions. One of the most beautiful, profound hadith that
demonstrates the power of being there for people in those difficult
times that people go through, the Prophet Muhammad SAW says in the
authentic hadith:‌

تْ مُ أَوْ لِيَصْ رًا  لْ خَيْ يَقُ
لْ رِ فَ خِ مِ الْآ الْيَوْ نُ بِاللَّهِ وَ مِ نْ كَانَ يُؤْ ‌[Muslim] مَ

“The most beloved people to Allah are those who are beneficial to the
people around them.‌

لِمٍ‌ سْ لَى مُ لُهُ عَ خِ رُورٌ يُدْ جَلَّ سُ زَّ وَ الِ إِلَى اللَّهِ عَ مَ لْأَعْ حَبُّ ا
أَ وَ

And one of the most beloved actions to Allah is to allow joy to overcome a
fellow Muslim‌

بَةً‌ هُ كُرْ نْ فُ عَ أَوْ يَكْشِ
,‌or to alleviate a hardship 

يْنًا‌ هُ دَ نْ ي عَ ضِ أَوْ يَقْ
.‌or to help that person pay off a loan or debt that they have 

ا‌ هُ جُوعً نْ رُدُ عَ أَوْ تَطْ
or to alleviate hunger from an individual‌
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رًا‌ هْ ينَةِ شَ دِ دِ الْمَ جِ سْ تَكِفَ فِي مَ عْ
أَ نْ أَنْ  حَبُّ إِلَيَّ مِ

خٍ فِي حَاجَةٍ أَ
أَ عَ  يَ مَ شِ مْ

لَأَنْ أَ  وَ

Which means, “And for me to attempt to walk with the intention of
helping an individual”, so imagine, not even fulfilling, but just
attempting, walking, being there, supporting an individual, is better
than 30 days of secluded worship in the Masjid of the Prophet PBUH.‌

And we know according to another authentic hadith, that any worship
inside of the Masjid of the Prophet is equivalent to a thousand outside.
So this means, trying to help someone, is better than 30,000 days of
worship secluded in the Prophet’s Mosque in Medina.‌

Our beloved Prophet Muhammad SAW taught us that even bringing a
smile ‌to someone around, that is a sadaqah, that is a charity. Not only
that, the first hadith — now sometimes it’s important to go back to the
principles, the basics — the first Hadith that the Prophet Muhammad
SAW shared with the people of Medina, he says:‌

مٍ‌ ‌ لَا خُلُوا الْجَنَّةَ بِسَ النَّاسُ نِيَامٌ تَدْ لِ وَ يْ
لُّوا بِاللَّ لْأَرْحَامَ وَصَ لُوا ا امَ وَصِ عَ وا الطَّ مُ عِ طْ

أَ مَ وَ لَا وا السَّ شُ فْ

 ‌“Oh people, spread peace” spread greetings of salam or spread peace, “and
feed people” ‌and in another narration‌ “help keep the connections of
kinship” ‌and ‌“pray at night when the world is asleep, and you will enter
Jannah with peace.”‌ ‌

So the ticket to Jannah is being there for people, ‌helping people‌.‌ ‌

And the hadith and the surahs and the ayahs in the Quran that speak
about the importance of helping people, and being there for people, are
many.‌
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So in our discussion of suicide, its important first and foremost to ‌focus on
affirming life‌. And reminding each other, of the ‌value of life‌. And reminding
one another that it can be very difficult in this dunya.‌

كُمْ )آل عمران: 186(‌ أَنفُسِ  الِكُمْ وَ وَ مْ
نَّ فِي أَ لَوُ تُبْ

لَ وَ

You will surely be tested in your wealth and in your souls, and in your health.‌

بَدٍ )البلد: 4( انَ فِي كَ لْإِنسَ نَا ا دْ خَلَقْ ‌لَقَ

That life and human being is in a constant state of struggle. So we need to be
there as supporters of one another. To embrace each other’s struggle and to
be there and to feel for one another.‌

And we know that life can be full of challenges, for the prophets, for the
messengers, for those that are closest to Allah SWT. We know that Yusuf AS’
father, Yaqoob AS, lost the ability to see because of the sorrow and immense
grief that he was experiencing.‌

And we know, for example, that Prophet Ayub he raised his hands to Allah
out ‌of desperation (21:83):‌

ينَ )الأنبياء: 83(‌ مِ رْحَمُ الرَّاحِ
أَ أَنتَ  رُّ وَ نِيَ الضُّ سَّ أَنِّي مَ يُّوبَ إِذْ نَادَىٰ رَبَّهُ 

أَ  وَ

My Lord, I have been afflicted with so much harm, so much difficulty, and you
are the Most Merciful Out of anyone who is capable of showing Mercy.‌

And Allah SWT says (9:126):‌

كَّرُونَ )التوبة: 126(‌ مْ يَذَّ لَا هُ نِ ثُمَّ لَا يَتُوبُونَ وَ رَّتَيْ أَوْ مَ رَّةً  امٍ مَ تَنُونَ فِي كُلِّ عَ مْ يُفْ نَّهُ
أَ نَ  لَا يَرَوْ وَ

أَ

“Do they not see how they are tested once or twice a year. Yet little do they
turn back and remember.”‌
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نِينَ )الشعراء: 3(‌ مِ ؤْ أَلَّا يَكُونُوا مُ كَ  سَ عٌ نَّفْ لَّكَ بَاخِ لَعَ

Allah tells Rasulullah, ‌perhaps you are going to lead yourself to demise
because of your worry.‌

Life can be difficult. It can be challenging. And so let us be there for one
another when those tests are taking place.‌

And Allah says,‌

نَةً )الأنبياء: 35( تْ رِ فِ الْخَيْ رِّ وَ لُوكُم بِالشَّ نَبْ ‌وَ
 ‌
You’ll be subject to trials through that which you think is good for you, and
through that which you think to not be good for you.‌

ونَ لَمُ أَنتُمْ لَا تَعْ  لَمُ وَ ۗ  وَاللَّهُ يَعْ رٌّ لَّكُمْ  وَ شَ هُ ئًا وَ يْ بُّوا شَ ىٰ أَن تُحِ سَ عَ ۖ  وَ رٌ لَّكُمْ وَ خَيْ هُ ئًا وَ يْ وا شَ ىٰ أَن تَكْرَهُ سَ عَ وَ

‌)البقرة: 216(

 ‌“And perhaps you may dislike something and it is good for you. And perhaps
you may like something and it may not be the best for you.”‌

ونَ )البقرة: 216( لَمُ أَنتُمْ لَا تَعْ  لَمُ وَ ‌وَاللَّهُ يَعْ

 ‌“And Allah knows. And you are not always fully aware,”‌
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So recognizing the power of words‌, recognizing the ‌p‌ower of a kind word, a
gentle word. Let us be from those who remind others of the Mercy o‌f Allah.
Of the forgiveness of Allah SWT. That we should not be from those who are
defined by their sins.‌

Allah SWT says,‌

وَ اۚ  إِنَّهُ هُ يعً نُوبَ جَمِ رُ الذُّ فِ ةِ اللَّهِۚ  إِنَّ اللَّهَ يَغْ ن رَّحْمَ وا مِ نَطُ مْ لَا تَقْ هِ أَنفُسِ لَىٰ   رَفُوا عَ سْ
ينَ أَ يَ الَّذِ بَادِ قُلْ يَا عِ

يمُ )الزمر: 53(‌ ورُ الرَّحِ فُ الْغَ

“My servants”‌ Allah SWT is calling on to you and me. Which kind of servants?‌

“Oh you who have transgressed against yourselves, through sins.‌ ‌Don’t ever
lose hope in the mercy of Allah.”‌ ‌

And additionally, don’t be one of the people who causes someone else to lose
hope in the mercy of Allah SWT, as the Tabi’een would say.‌ ‌

”‌Indeed, it is He who is the All-Forgiving, the Most Merciful.”‌

“Allah forgives all the sins altogether.” ‌All of the sins you can imagine, Allah
is capable of forgiving. You cannot commit a sin that is too great for Allah to
forgive. That faulty thinking is an insult to Allah’s mercy. It is arrogance!‌

So let us be of those who bring ‌good news‌:‌

رُوا‌ لَا تُنَفِّ رُوا وَ بَشِّ رُوا، وَ سِّ لَا تُعَ رُوا وَ يَسِّ

“Bring good news, bring glad tidings, share positive reminders. And don’t
repel people with your words.”‌ This is what the prophet Muhammd SAW
taught the companions. When you are meeting people, when you are
explaining Islam to them, when you are explaining and talking to people
about Allah SWT, don’t repel them. Be kind in your approach. Be gentle. The
prophet Muhammad SAW, he says, “gentleness does not enter anything
except that it makes it beautiful and it is not kept out of anything except that
it leaves it deficient.”‌
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So what do I do if I’m feeling helpless and I’m having all of these
negative thoughts? ‌Speak to someone.‌

ونَ )النحل: 43(‌ لَمُ رِ إِن كُنتُمْ لَا تَعْ لَ الذِّكْ أَلُوا أَهْ  اسْ فَ

“So ask the people of knowledge if you do not know.”‌

Seek counsel. ‌Speak to someone with professional abilities. Someone with
empathy and compassion. Someone that you trust. Seek that and Allah SWT
will make the journey easy for you.‌ ‌

Make the intention. Sit in sujood and say, “Ya Rabb help me.”‌ ‌

Cry out, pour your heart to Allah SWT. And Allah will facilitate a way. Be
optimistic.‌ ‌

The companions said that the Prophet Muhammad SAW loved optimism.
That’s why the Tabieen and others said, “Hope for good and you’ll find it.”‌

What if I know someone who is experiencing those negative thoughts?‌
What should I do? Help them. Be there for them. Take them to an expert.
Save their life.‌ As we mentioned earlier, saving one life is equivalent to
saving all of humanity.

And having highlighted the importance of saving and preserving one life in
Islam, and the value of life in Islam, it’s important to consider the ayah where
Allah SWT says:‌

تُلُوا لَا تَقْ ۚ  وَ نكُمْ لِ إِلَّا أَن تَكُونَ تِجَارَةً عَن تَرَاضٍ مِّ بَاطِ
نَكُم بِالْ الَكُم بَيْ وَ مْ

نُوا لَا تَأْكُلُوا أَ ينَ آمَ ا الَّذِ أَيُّهَ يَا 
ا )النساء: 29(‌ يمً ۚ  إِنَّ اللَّهَ كَانَ بِكُمْ رَحِ كُمْ أَنفُسَ

“O you who believe, do not consume one another’s wealth unjustly, but only
[in lawful] business by mutual consent. And do not kill yourselves. Indeed
Allah is ever Merciful to you.”‌

8



And keeping in mind that one of the five maqasid of shariah, one of the five
main goals of the Islamic law is to preserve human l‌ife, it makes sense then‌
that the Quran defines suicide as a crime.‌ ‌

And although the Pr‌oph‌et Muhammad SAW refused to pray the janaza or‌
funeral prayer on the individual who had killed himself, he allowed the‌
companions to pray on the same individual.‌ ‌

Here we see the wisdom of the Prophet Muhammad SAW: balancing between‌
maintaining and affirming the dignity of our Muslim brothers and sisters,‌
while also maintaining the severity of the act of suicide.‌

Now, what do I do if I encounter a family that is grieving the loss of‌
someone to suicide?‌ ‌

I am going to help. I am going to show empathy. I’m going to make duaa for
the family. I am going to be present.‌ 

I’m going to make myself available and listen with empathy. I will shift the
conversation away from the fate of the deceased, towards the healing of the
family. And I will consult the experts. And connect the family with
professional therapy if needed.‌ ‌

Also importantly, give them the space to heal. And ‌be kind in the words that‌
you choose‌. And how you speak about the individual who has passed on.
And how you speak about the family that is coping with the situation.‌ ‌

Now of course it is important to remember that we have at our disposal the
suicide toolkit available to us from the Stanford Muslim Mental Health Lab.
May Allah bless all those who worked on it and May Allah keep us sincere.
Consulting the toolkit and consulting the experts can really help us use the‌
correct words, direct our empathy in the best of ways, and give the family the
help that is needed and empower them with the tools that are required.‌

9



With that, I‌ make the duaa that the Pr‌oph‌et Muhammad SAW taught us to
make when we are facing difficulties and anxieties of any kind:‌

مِّي‌ ابَ هَ ذَهَ ءَ حُزْنِي، وَ جَلَا رِي، وَ دْ نُورَ صَ بِي، وَ
لْ رْآنَ رَبِيعَ قَ لَ القُ أَلُكَ أَنْ تَجْعَ سْ

مَّ إِنِّي أَ اللَّهُ

“Oh Allah, allow the Quran to be the spring of our hearts.‌
 ‌And the light of our chests.‌
 ‌And the thing that wipes away our sorrows.‌
 ‌And the thing that displaces our sorrows, our anxieties, and our worries.”‌

I ask Allah SWT to grant us all His rahmah, t‌o make us compassionate and
loving to one another, to give us resilience, and to empower us with strength.
I ask Allah to give us all beautiful endings. And to allow the best of our deeds
to be the last of our deeds. And allow us to meet him in the best of ways.‌

Find this khutbah and more resources at maristan.org
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